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Prime Minster Mike Eman advises 
all to prepare for Storm Season 2010 



At left, Jaime Donata, new director of the Disaster office; at right Derek Ian Blok, new director 
of the Department of Health 


Annual Storm Season offi¬ 
cially started on Tuesday, 
June 1, and the time until No¬ 
vember 30 is when Carib¬ 
bean disaster management 
officials and residents 
throughout the region must 
be on the alert, as spring 
weather conditions and ex¬ 
ceptionally high sea surface 
temperatures are indicating 
the likelihood of a busy sea¬ 
son in 2010. 

Aruba’s Prime Minister 
Mike Eman called a press 
conference on Tuesday to re¬ 
mind the public of the impor¬ 
tance of being prepared. 
Even though Aruba is con¬ 
sidered south of the “Hurri¬ 
cane Belt,” huge storms, 
such as Hurricane Ivan in 
2004, came very close to the 
island, producing heavy seas 
and torrential rains for long 
hours and consequentially, 
serious flooding. 

Since then, Aruba has 
built drainage systems from 
areas that suffered the worst 
flooding and damage. An in¬ 
formative booklet has been 
printed in both English and 
Papiamento through the 


sponsorship of Elmar NV, 
and is available free to the 
public. It gives a history of 
hurricane activity in the area, 
which has recorded serious 
storms approximately once a 
century since 1605, with two 
others in 1784 and 1877. Ivan 
did not nearly compare to the 
damage done by these “cen¬ 
tennial hurricanes.” 

The booklet explains the 
best procedures to follow 
during a significant storm 
and how to prepare. It out¬ 
lines creating a “Shelter 
Box,” which is a safe room 
and how to stock it. It advises 
to begin preparation well in 
advance of peak hurricane 
season, which begins in Au¬ 
gust and extends through Oc¬ 
tober, not to wait until storm 
warnings and the stores are 
filled with panicked shop¬ 
pers. Batteries, flashlights 
and lanterns, canned goods, 
bottled water, a First Aid Kit, 
a battery operated radio and 
other supplies that should be 
on hand are all listed and how 
to prepare and protect them 
and your home from serious 
water damage is all in the 


booklet. 

Prime Minister Eman also 
took the opportunity on June 
1 to introduce Jaime Donata, 
the new Director of Aruba’s 
Crisis Management Office, 
the 4 Rampenbestrij ding, ’ 
upon retirement of its former 
director, Bibi Arends. This 
office will coordinate the ef¬ 
forts of police, the fire depart¬ 
ment, Department of Health, 
and volunteers from the Red 
Cross, who collaborate when 
Aruba is threatened by a 
major storm. 

Present at the meeting was 
Marck Oduber, MSC, Aruba’s 
head meteorologist, and he ac¬ 
knowledged there are “excep¬ 
tional sea surface anomalies” in 
the Caribbean already. Aruba has 
been bypassed by heavy rains 
plaguing the rest of the region, but 
all the elements for major storms 
are in place. Weather fronts form¬ 
ing in the Southeastern Atlantic 
anywhere from 9 to 15 degrees in 
latitude and moving directly west 
can impact Aruba; the public 
should follow reports and moni¬ 
tor any such southerly storms and 
be prepared. 

by Rosalie Klein 


Aruba born Profesor Tico 
Croes wins Delta Alpha Pi 
Award in U.S.A. 



Recently, Aruba received the 
pleasant news that Aruban 
bom Dr. Robertico Croes was 
honored during the first “Stu¬ 
dents Are The Star” event, held 
in the U.S. The news fills 
Aruba with much pride. Be¬ 
sides celebrating the students’ 
achievement, the night was 
dedicated to honor the Alpha 
Xi members who are a chapter 
of the Delta Alpha Pi Honor 
Society. 

The Delta Alpha Pi Honor 
Society was founded in 2004 
at East Stroudsburg University 
of Pennsylvania. The three 
Greek letters stand for Disabil¬ 
ity, Achievement and Pride. 

Members display pride in 
their academic accomplish¬ 
ments as honor students who 
happen to have a disability. 



Robertico Croes 


Delta Alpha Pi members strive 
to change the negative percep¬ 
tion that students with disabil¬ 
ities cannot achieve academic 
honors. Through public recog¬ 
nition, leadership and visible 
participation in educational ac¬ 
tivities, Honor Society mem¬ 
bers counteract such prejudice. 

As part of the preparations, 
the “UCF Students Disability 
Services” (SDS) asked all reg¬ 
istered students to recommend 
the professor, who was instru¬ 
mental in their academic suc¬ 
cess, to be recognized. Dr. 
Croes is the 10th professor 
who received this praise from 
the students. 

Continud on page 3 
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Le Petit Cafe 

Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar ’ 

Located at: Playa Linda Beach Resort Tel. 586-4046 


American 

$6.95 


^ Monday thru Saturday 8:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached), with bacon 
link sausage, potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 


All you care to eat $ 9.95 

NOT VALID WITH OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS OR COUPONS 


BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANGE JUICE 


Le Peftf €*/e 


Only 


$21.50 


Romancing the Stone at Le Petit Cafe 


Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar 

Every Day From 5-7 p.m. 


Small Salad 
or 

Soup of the Day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 

All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT STONE 


ICE CREAM 
Chocolate 
or 

Vanilla 


MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY: LIME MUSIC 7 p.m. till lO p.m 


“Film Festival Food Fair” Kick Off event at Paseo Herencia 


NOORD — The most antici¬ 
pated event is finally here 
“Aruba International Film Fes¬ 
tival” is only one day away and 
it will take place at Paseo 
Herencia Shopping & Enter¬ 
tainment Center. A-list stars 
such as Richard Gere and di¬ 
rectors will be attending the 
event tomorrow, June 4th. To 
start off the excitement today, 
Paseo Herencia will have a 
Film Festival Food Fair. 
Restaurants at Paseo Herencia 
will have special menus in con¬ 
nection with the Film Festival. 

Film Festival menus for the 
evening: 

Taste of Belgium: Hachi- 
ko, a Fish Tale - fresh grouper, 
shrimp and garden vegetable 
in tomato flavoured fish bouil¬ 
lon. A shrimp tiny - mixed gar¬ 


den green topped with garlic 
shrimp. Pork loin Venezzia 
style - pork loin with brie and 
home made honey thyme 
sauce served with our house 
salad and French fries. Con¬ 
versation with fish - Grouper 
and Mahi-Mahi pan-fried in 
garlic butter topped with fresh 
vegetable and lobster sauce 
served with mashed potato and 
side salad and Cyrus Delight - 
a chocolate waffle with vanilla 
ice and caramel sauce. Scala: 
offers a 3 course menu for 
$31,-. Mr. Jazz: buy one Mo¬ 
jito and get the second one for 
free. Moby Dick’s: receive a 
free glass of wine with pur¬ 
chase of dinner. Nobushi: 
Tuna Tataki, Jofranni Steak 
rolls and Alvaro’s special rolls 
for $14.50 and buy 1 Mojito 


2010 hurricane season seen 
more active than feared 


MIAMI, Florida - The 2010 
Atlantic hurricane season will 
be even more active than 
feared, leading U.S. forecast¬ 
ers said yesterday as they pre¬ 
dicted 10 hurricanes, five of 
them major, with a 76 percent 
likelihood that a major hurri¬ 
cane would hit the U.S. coast¬ 
line. 

The outlook from the Col¬ 
orado State University team 
follows predictions by U.S. 
government scientists for an 
intense season that could dis¬ 
rupt efforts to contain a huge 
Gulf of Mexico oil spill and 
also batter earthquake-ravaged 
Haiti. 

Increasing a previous esti¬ 
mate for a "very active" sea¬ 
son, the leading CSU storm 
research team founded by hur¬ 
ricane forecast pioneer Wil¬ 
liam Gray said the six-month 
season beginning on June 1 
would likely see 18 named 
tropical storms. 

Of these, CSU saw 10 be¬ 
coming hurricanes, with five 
becoming major Category 3 or 
higher hurricanes with winds 
above 110 miles per hour (177 


km per hour). 

The CSU scientists in¬ 
creased their forecast from an 
April 7 prediction of 15 named 
storms, eight hurricanes and 
four major hurricanes. 

The CSU team saw a 51 
percent chance that a major 
hurricane would make landfall 
on the U.S. East Coast, includ¬ 
ing the Florida Peninsula, and 
a 51 percent chance that one 
would hit the Gulf Coast, from 
the Florida Panhandle to 
Brownsville, Texas. 

It put the chance of a major 
hurricane tracking into the 
Caribbean at 65 percent. 

There are fears too about 
how a major hurricane sweep¬ 
ing through the Caribbean over 
Haiti would affect around 1.5 
million homeless survivors of 
the January 12 earthquake who 
are camping out in the streets 
under tents and tarpaulins. 

Quake survivors living in 
the makeshift camps are seen 
as highly vulnerable to the 
tropical rains, flooding and 
landslides which have killed 
thousands of Haitians in the 
past. 


get the second one for free. 
Haagen Dazs: offers the Des¬ 
perado Shake made of pralines 
and creme for $5.25. T.G.I 
Friday’s have a 5 stars drink 
menu, $5,- per drink among 
others Hollywood Night, 
Grand Martini, Bloody Mary, 
Cosmopolitan and Screw¬ 


driver. It’s available from 6 
p.m.-12 a.m. 

Also Paseo Herencia will be 
launching the new Water Show 
based on popular movie sound¬ 
tracks starting 7:30 p.m, 8:30 
p.m., 9:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.. 
Restaurants at Paseo Herencia 
are open daily for breakfast, 


lunch and dinner. Stores are 
open Monday-Saturday from 
10 am-10 pm and on Sunday 
from 5-10 p.m. For more infor¬ 
mation regarding Aruba Inter¬ 
national Film Festival you can 
visit the Info-point located at 
Paseo Herencia or go to their 
website www.aiff.aw 
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"nos orguyo..\Aruba's pride" 
shopping * dining • night life • movies • liquid fire works 





: aruba ■ 

- INTERNATIONAL - 

I FILMFESTIVAL Z 

_ JUNE 4th to JUNE 1 ttli 2010 — 


Film Festival Food Fair 

Thursday, June 3rd @6:00pm 

New watershow premiere at 7.30pm 
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ITASTE OF BELGIUM| 

Hachiko, 

a Fish Tale (soup) $6 

A shrimp tiny 

(salad) $11,50 

Pork loin Venezzia style| 

(main dish) $19 

Conversation with fish 

(main dish) $21 

Cyrus Delight 

(dessert) $7,50 


Free glass of wine with 
purchase of dinner 

Jca/a 

3 course menu $31,- 


Buy one Mojito, 
get second for free 


HaagervDazs 

Desperado Shake made of 
praiines and creme $5.25 




\ 


Nachos S2,-/Balashi$2r 


5 Stars Drinks Menu 
* Hollywood Night 
■ Grand Martini 

* Bloody Mary 

* Cosmopolitan 
* Screwdriver 

$5,00 


Tuna Tataki, Jofranni 
Steak rolls and Alvaro's 
Special rolls for $1450 
Buy 1 Mojito, get 
second for free. 


Parking available in Paseo Parking Garage at Afl. 1.00 per hour 
J.EYrausquin Blvd382-A (Situated across the Holiday Inn) Tel: 586-6533. 
Walking distance from the High Rise hotels 
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Cruise Critic member found Aruba couple's 
camera.Jn Key West! 


On May 16, Cruise Critic 
member Aquahound, who 
lives in Florida's Key West, 
found a camera washed up on 
the rocks in a local marina. The 
camera, which was in a water¬ 
proof housing of the type used 
by scuba divers, was undam¬ 
aged. The latest image on its 
memory card was dated No¬ 
vember 11, 2009, which im¬ 
plied that it had been separated 
from its owner for more than 
six months. 

Aquahound, a.k.a. Paul 
Shultz, just happens to be a 
criminal investigator for the 
U.S. Coast Guard and couldn't 
resist the challenge to identify 
the origins of the mysterious 
camera. 

A combination of his own 
impressive ingenuity and the 
power of social media Web 
sites meant that he was able to 
locate the camera's owner — in 
Aruba. 

The plot, as it unravelled, 
involved undersea relics, hid¬ 
den clues and even a curious 
sea turtle. 

Shultz told Cruise Critic 
that he started his investigation 
by searching for clues in two 
seemingly unrelated photos: 
two men in wetsuits stood in 
front of a van, on which half a 


logo was visible; and some 
children at a school, standing 
in front of a poster. "I went to 
a scuba diving Web site called 
Scubaboard.com and asked for 
help," Shultz said. "I wanted to 
know if anyone was aware of a 
dive company whose name 
ended in 'stage.com'. We had 
no luck at first. I also posted a 
picture of the kids at the 
school. Someone recognized 
the writing on the wall as 
Dutch. I did an Internet trans¬ 
lation and found it to say 'The 
Great Cookbook of Schakel.' 
Searching the Internet, I found 
Schakel to be a school on 
Aruba." 

Another clue pointed at 
Aruba: a diver entering the 
water in front of a resort-like 
building that Shultz found via 
Google Earth to be the Divi 
Aruba resort. Shultz also es¬ 
tablished from a picture of a 
child watching a Continental 
airplane that the aircraft, iden¬ 
tifiable by its registration num¬ 
ber, had been on Aruba on 
November 11. 

Meanwhile, a member of 
scubaboard.com had identified 
stage.com as wereldstage.com, 
a company with a presence in 
Aruba. 

Shultz continued: "E-mails 


to wereldstage and the Schakel 
school went unanswered, so I 
reached out to Cruise Critic. 
From there, I was led to an¬ 
other website — Aruba.com — 
by Cruise Critic member 
Arubalisa. 

Ironically, though a cruise 
Web site helped lead Shultz to 
the camera's owners, they had¬ 
n't been visiting Aruba by ship. 

"On Aruba.com, I met a 
woman named Julia. Julia re¬ 
cognized the family from the 
pictures I sent her. Her kids 
also go to the Schakel school. 
Julia met with the camera's 
owners, Dick and Mandy de 
Bruin. They confirmed they 
lost the camera on November 
11, 2009 while working on re¬ 
covering an anchor from a ship 
sunk during WWII. They were 
very excited to hear about me 
finding the camera and they 
are as amazed as I am about 
how far it floated." 

Equally fascinating is the 
fact that sometime in January, 
a curious sea turtle came 
across the mysterious floating 
object and knocked it around 
in the water for a while, 
switching the camera on in the 
process. The resulting video, 
now posted on YouTube, could 
well make the turtle a star. 


Holloway suspect sought in Peru murder 



Joran van der Sloot 


LIMA, Peru (AP) - A young 
Dutchman previously arrested 
in the 2005 disappearance of 
Alabama teen Natalee Hol¬ 
loway is the prime suspect in a 
weekend murder of a Peruvian 
woman, police said yesterday. 

Joran van der Sloot is being 
sought in the Sunday killing of 
21-year-old Stephany Flores - 
the daughter of the industralist 
and car runner, Ricardo Flores 
- in a Lima hotel, Criminal po¬ 
lice chief Gen. Cesar Guardia 
told a news conference. He 
said the suspect fled the coun¬ 
try the next day by land to 
Chile. 

The Dutch government said 
Interpol has issued an interna¬ 
tional arrest warrant for Van 


der Sloot. 

Guardia said the 22-year- 
old Dutchman, who was in the 
country for a poker tourna¬ 
ment, appears with the young 
woman in a video taken at a 
Lima casino early Sunday. 

The victim's father, Ricardo 
Flores, told reporters she was 
killed about 8 a.m. in a hotel 
room in the upscale Miraflores 
neighborhood that was splat¬ 
tered with blood, indicating a 
struggle. 

The killing occurred ex¬ 
actly five years after the May 
30, 2005, disappearance of 
Holloway on Aruba, a Dutch 
Caribbean island. 

Van der Sloot left Peru on 
Monday, Guardia said, accor¬ 
ding to immigration registry. 
He had been staying at the 
hotel since May 14 and 
checked out on Sunday four 
hours after he arrived there 
with the victim, the police gen¬ 
eral added. 

"We have an interview with 
a worker at the hotel who says 
she saw this foreigner with the 
victim enter his room," said 
Guardia. 

Interpol has issued an inter¬ 
national arrest warrant for Van 
der Sloot, Dutch Foreign Min¬ 
istry spokesman Bengt van 
Loosdrecht said in The 
Netherlands. 


He cited as his sources Pe¬ 
ruvian police and the Dutch 
Embassy in Lima. The em¬ 
bassy's head of consular af¬ 
fairs, Angela Lowe, said she 
could not comment on the 
case. 

An attorney for Van der 
Sloot in New York City, Joe 
Tacopina, said he did not know 
his client's whereabouts and 
has not been in touch with him 
since the Peru allegations 
emerged. He cautioned against 
a rush to judgment. 

Van der Sloot was twice ar¬ 
rested but later released for 
lack of evidence in the 2005 
disappearance of Holloway, 
who was on a high school gra¬ 
duation trip to the Caribbean 
island. 

No trace of her has been 
found and van der Sloot re¬ 
mains the main suspect in the 
case, said Ann Angela, spokes¬ 
woman for the Aruba prosecu¬ 
tor's office. 

"What's happening now is 
incredible," she said. "At this 
moment we don't have any¬ 
thing to do with it, but we are 
following the case with great 
interest and if Peruvian author¬ 
ities would need us, we are 
here." 

Van der Sloot's late father 
was a prominent judge in 
Aruba. 


aI^t^dining 


Dear all, 

Motivation session is an inspirational 
training that will have a positive 
effect on your associates. 

It's a powerful two hour session 
that will motivate your team and offers a 
long lasting value,especially in times 
when it's a bit slow. 

This training involves role plays, clips, 
discussions, case study, all to support the 
ultimate training to your needs. 

It's a moral booster that will encourage 
more sales. 

Please call 730-4242 this week for my 
special offer price of only $100,-person. 

Monrick E. Croes, M.A. 

The Art of Dining 
Service Management 
www.theartofdininqaruba.com 

info@theartofdininqaruba.com 

743-2769 / 730-4242 

Aruba born Profesor Tico 
Croes... 

Continues from page 1 

As one nominee said: “I am 
convinced that Professor Croes 
deserves this nominee, because 
he goes out of his way to help 
students. But the students have 
to work hard to deserve this, 
because, in every aspect of life 
and studies, nothing comes 
without hard work. Personal 
achievement as well as good 
marks goes hand in hand. Pro¬ 
fessor Croes, thru images and 
text, opens your eyes to ideas, 
theories, principles and philo¬ 
sophies that, thru the times, are 
proven. The human factor is 
tourism and its counterpart is 
hospitality, there is no other 
factor, only the tendencies 
based on better accumulated 
information. 

Professor Croes improved 
the way we see global aspects, 
like a planet, a world and hu¬ 
manity that must go on a mis¬ 
sion to achieve tourism based 
on ecology and client/guest 
ecological friends who won’t 
let their carbon footprint go on 
vacation. We must be asleep 
with our eyes wide open. As a 
student of Professor Croes, I 
learned that, and it is logical, a 
dirty planet is an unhappy 
house to live in. 

Director of Student Disabil¬ 
ity Services, Mrs. Pam Rea, 
described the event as a beau¬ 
tiful night, stating: “We appre¬ 
ciate very much that Dr. Croes 


and his spouse accompanied us 
in our SDS celebration, ‘Stu¬ 
dents Are The Stars event.’ 

Robertico Croes is Associ¬ 
ate Professor at the University 
of Central Florida Rosen 
School of Hospitality Manage¬ 
ment. An applied economist 
and international political sci¬ 
entist, Dr. Croes recently pub¬ 
lished Anatomy of Demand in 
International Tourism, a book 
which deals with the applica¬ 
tion of demand models and the 
related policy issues involved 
for public and private stake¬ 
holders in the context of small 
economies. He received his 
PhD from the University of 
Twente, the Netherlands, and 
his Masters Degree from the 
University of Southern Cali¬ 
fornia. He is fluent in English, 
Spanish, and Dutch. 
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MISSION: the first complete 
nutrition and exercise 
program 




Recently, the first complete 
nutrition and exercise pro¬ 
gram, ‘Mission,’ was intro¬ 
duced. The program is by 
well-known nutritionist and 
trainer Rene Wild, together 
with exercise instructor Carol 
Alders. 

Mission combines exercise 
and nutrition. Exercising only 
is not enough to lose weight 
and keep it off. Besides exer¬ 
cise, Mission offers a nutrition 
plan that is constantly adapted 
to the progress of the partici¬ 
pants. This way Mission helps 
participants achieve their goal 
in a responsible, effective and 
lasting way. 

Many people showed their 
interest during registration day. 
Those who registered received 


a nutrition plan, 
they were weighed 
and their body 
mass index was 
measured. The 
data was regis¬ 
tered for further 
control. Every end 
of the month each 
participant’s 
progress will be 
evaluated to de¬ 
cide if the nutrition 
plan needs adjust¬ 
ment. 

The first ses¬ 
sion was a com¬ 
plete success. The 
attendance was so 
big Mission organ¬ 
izers had to open a 
second room to ac¬ 
commodate every¬ 
one. The partici¬ 
pants were very 
satisfied with the 
level of intensity of the exer¬ 
cises. 

“To lose weight is not easy, 
but with this training and the 
nutritional guide, I am sure 
that I and other participants 
will lose weight. I have as mis¬ 
sion to lose weight and with 
Mission I am convinced that I 
will,” a participant com¬ 
mented. 

Missions’ days of training 
are on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursday from 7 to 8 p.m. at 
the Centro Deportivo Playa at 
the Colegio Aruba in the Von- 
dellaan 

Let Mission be your mis¬ 
sion. 

Photos give an impression 
of the first session of Mis¬ 
sion. 


Cozy, comfy and incredibly affordable, 
The Queen’s offers an authentic taste 
of Aruba! 



The Queen’s outdoor 


Varella, Luisa and the next generation of chef 


Keshi Yena with plaintains,vegetables and pica 


One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorpora¬ 
ting unique indigenous ingre¬ 
dients such as in Wild Cucum¬ 
ber Stew and a particular light 
fish chowder accompanied by 
the local specialties pan bati 
(corn meal pancake) and 
funchi (the local version of po¬ 
lenta.) Thus, eating out at the 
authentically Aruban res- tau- 
rant, The Queen’s, is very af¬ 
fordable, with a true taste of 
regional cuisine. 

Owner Varella Innocencia 
confesses she opened her 
restaurant in Oranjestad be¬ 
cause “I grew up with this, and 
loved serving people our island 
food. My father and mother 
operated the little restaurant 
across from the Americana, 
which some may remember, 
the original Arawak. I remem¬ 
ber how much our customers 
loved trying the local food, and 
they especially loved the 
prices!” 

Varella’s mom, Luisa, is 
still in the kitchen, conjuring 
up the delicious dishes that 
have been in her family for 
generations, which is acknow¬ 
ledged on the menu with 
“Carni Stoba di Mamachi”- 
“Grandma’s Beef Stew,” and 
their Arawak Steak. 

Two local TV personalities 
were caught enjoying lunch at 
The Queen’s. They declared, 
after several visits, they judged 
the food to be “excellent,” and 
particularly recommended 
Grandma’s secret recipe. We 
also bumped into island visi¬ 
tors Jim and Callie from 
Michigan, who were eager to 
try island food, and were more 
than pleased with their venture 
into local cuisine. “We will 
definitely return to The 
Queen’s,” they affirmed, “the 
food was delicious and the 
prices are more than right.” 

The menu sports a variety 
of steaks and tenderloin, fresh 


caught seafood, Caribbean lob¬ 
ster, and of course, one of our 
favorites, and what we con¬ 
sider a true test of local cui¬ 
sine, “Keshi Yena”- “Filled 
Cheese.” This is a tasty, filling 
stew of chicken, with other in¬ 
gredients that are handy that 
day, all incased in a thick skin 
of melted Gouda. It was very 
satisfying and particularly 
memorable paired with The 
Queen’s garlic bread and very 
special Pica, a mix of chopped 
onions and the famous local 
hot pepper, Madame Janette. 
Not overly spicy, it lent that 
perfect bit of tang to this deli¬ 


ciously picturesque meal. 

Located next to the water at 
the end of the Weststraat, The 
Queen’s is open from 11:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m., daily, offer¬ 
ing indoor and outdoor dining. 
They also have daily specials, 
aside from an extensive menu; 
made from whatever is in sea¬ 
son and Mama Luisa was in 
the mood to prepare. While 
testing out their offerings, we 
noticed a steady stream of is¬ 
landers coming for lunch in the 
pleasant surroundings or pick¬ 
ing up take-out containers; al¬ 
ways a sure sign of a winner is 
where the locals like to eat! 
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This Saturday: “Your heart is 
in your hand” symposium 



Bo Curazon la 
den Bo Mao 


The Aruba Heart Foundation 
has as rule: “the more a per¬ 
son knows and understands 
his body and its functions, the 
better that person is equipped 
to take care of his health thru 
strategies, like healthy eating 
and exercising regularly.” 

With this in mind the 
foundation is organizing a 
symposium for patients, 
nurses, those in medical care, 
doctors and the general pub¬ 
lic who need exact and actual 
information, explaining the 
different heart problems. 

The symposium consists 
of four primary sections, each 
one stressing on the impor¬ 
tance of prescription drugs 
and preventive actions that 
encourages awareness on 
how to handle heart prob¬ 
lems. It also teaches surgery 
procedure and diferent condi¬ 
tions that can affect the heart. 


CLEVELAND - One of the 
Cavaliers' most famous fans 
is hoping the way to LeBron 
James' heart is through his 
stomach. 

Cleveland native Michael 
Symon, one of Food Net¬ 
work's Iron Chefs, has of¬ 
fered to go to James' house 
once a month and cook a 
meal for the MVP's family 
and friends if he re-signs as a 
free agent with the Cavaliers. 
Symon posted a letter to 
James on his Facebook page. 

Symon thanked James for 
all he has done for the city 



Aruba 

Heart 

Foundation 


It is important to advise that 
house doctors can get 5.5 
points of accreditation when 
signing the list at the door. 

This is an exceptional op¬ 
portunity to get valuable in¬ 
formation, where different 
medical speakers will discuss 
topics varying from preven¬ 
tion, illnesses, types of tests 
and treatment for different 
heart problems. Minister of 
Health Richard Visser will in¬ 
augurate the symposium. 

The different speakers 


and urged him to follow his 
heart when making his deci¬ 
sion. Symon also pointed out 
that some legendary athletes 
— Magic Johnson, Larry 
Bird, Jim Brown, Bill Russell 
and Michael Jordan — cre¬ 
ated their legacies primarily 
with one team. 

Symon said he knows 
"firsthand” that James is a 
"class act" and he hopes 
James stays in Cleveland "so 
I can watch you finish what 
you started which is some¬ 
thing not many people get to 
do." 


from Aruba, Holland, and the 
surrounding region are as fol¬ 
lows: 

Dr. J. C.J.van Leeuwen, 
Cardiologist, Cardio Clinic 
Aruba 

Dr. R. Angela, house doc¬ 
tor, Clinica Nicoya 

Dr. J. Cheng, Cardiologist, 
Cardio Clinic Aruba 

Dr. A. Hoogendam, Vas¬ 
cular Internist, Dr. Horacio 
Oduber Hospital 

Dr. C. Lacle, Cardiologist, 
Aruba Heart Institute 

Dr. A. Liqui Lung, Cardi¬ 
ologist, Taamskliniek Cura¬ 
cao 

Mr. Giovanni Jacobs, 
Echo technician, Dr. Horacio 
Oduber Hospital 

Dr. S. Fingal, Cardiolo¬ 
gist, Cardio Clinic Aruba 
Dr. R. Michels, Cardiolo¬ 
gist Interventional, Catharina 
Ziekenhuis, The Netherlands 
Dr. J. P. Umana, Cardio- 
thoracic surgeon Fundacion 
Cardio-Infantil, Bogota, 
Colombia. 

Dr. L.C. Saenz, Electro¬ 
physiologist, Fundacion Car¬ 
dio-Infantil, Bogota, Colombia. 

The symposium will take 
place this Saturday, June 5 at 
the Crystal Theater and the 
cost is 35 Aruban florins. The 
event is from at 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. with two coffee 
breaks and a healthy lunch. 
Tickets are available at the 
office of Dr. v. Leeuwen and 
Dr. Angela and also at all 
board members. Readers may 
also call at tel. 582-4278 or e- 
mail at arubaheartfounda- 
tion@setarnet.aw of 

arubahartstichting@setar- 
net.aw 

The language will be in 
English but questions can be 
asked in Papiamento and a 
translator will translate for 
panelist members. 

The Aruba Heart Founda¬ 
tion is convinced that im¬ 
proved knowledge, thru 
information based on risk 
motivation and detention, can 
diminish and even stop heart 
diseases which continues to 
grow on Aruba. That is why 
they have as slogan “Your 
Heart is in your Hand.” 


Iron Chef ready to serve 
LeBron 





Your Best Address for 

Men's and Ladies Fashion Wear 
Tablecloths, Jantzen Bathingsuits 
Delft Blue, Souvenirs 
and much more 

Caya Betico Croes 22, Aruba 

Tel: 5824726 

E-mail: ecco@setarnet.aw 


Are Moviegoers Tiring of Sequels? 


LOS ANGELES - Holly- 
wood still hopes to shake off 
early symptoms, but there is 
spreading concern that the 
summer box office will be 
plagued by a nasty case of se- 
quelitis. 

Conditions are ripe: Stu¬ 
dios have planted 11 sequels 
or franchise reboots in the 
fertile May-August span, up 
from nine last summer and 
seven from the 2008 season. 
Those that have opened so far 
have underwhelmed, with 
seasonal box office off by a 
double-digit margin and stu¬ 
dio executives beginning to 
feel woozy. 

Most recently, Warner 
Bros.' "Sex and the City 2" 
was expected to outpace its 
2008 predecessor and top the 
Memorial Day weekend. In¬ 
stead, it lagged the original's 


bow dramatically and de¬ 
buted with a tarnished bronze 
medal, trailing even Disney's 
disappointing "Prince of Per¬ 
sia: The Sands of Time." (A 
would-be franchise starter, 
"Persia" will need outsize in¬ 
ternational contributions to 
reach profitability.) 

DreamWorks Animation's 
"Shrek Forever After" fin¬ 
ished first in the frame. But 
that offered limited relief, as 
the Paramount-distributed 
four-quel missed consensus 
forecasts for its opening by a 
nauseating $30 million. Re¬ 
action to the latest disap¬ 
pointments came swiftly. 

"There very well could be 
some burnout with moviego¬ 
ers, who are looking for 
something new and fresh," a 
top studio executive 
lamented Tuesday. 



Sp ectacu lar* Sunset 
Views'and an amazing 
flow of energy 


Perfectly situated at the foot of 
the California Lighthouse 


Lunch 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Dinner from 6 p.m. 

Pizzas served between 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
Open every day 


Daily Live Music and 


Call (297) 586-0786 or (297) 586-0787 
Fax: (297) 586-0788 


Bring this ad and receive 10% discount 
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73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Science/Tech 


Woman Sues Google over 
Bad Directions Update: It 
Was Dark 


Search Engine Land, the 
news and information site 
that broke the story about 
how Lauren Rosenberg was 
struck by a vehicle and is 
now suing Google, has an up¬ 
date to the story: it was dark 
outside, and Google maps in¬ 
structed her to walk across 
the street. 

Search Engine Land's 
Danny Sullivan spoke with 
the lead attorney on Rosen¬ 
berg's case on Tuesday. Ac¬ 
cording to attorney Allen K. 
Young of Provo, Utah, law 
firm Young, Kester & Petro, 
"It was six in the morning. It 
was not a busy street [then]. 
She believed there was a 
sidewalk on the other side." 

Apparently, Google Maps 
directed Rosenberg to cross 
the street, and she figured it 
was leading her to a side¬ 
walk. Young says that it was 
dark outside, and there were 
no street lights, and Rosen¬ 
berg had never been in the 
area before, so she was rely¬ 
ing on Google to know where 
the sidewalks were at. She 
was, in fact, struck by Patrick 
Harwood's vehicle when she 
attempted to cross the street. 
There was no crosswalk. 

Also, according to Young, 
had Rosenberg not been in¬ 
structed to cross the street, 
she could have walked down 
the road facing traffic on a 
dirt pedestrian path. This is 
the reason the case finds 
Google partly at fault. Ac¬ 
cording to Young, in Utah, a 
jury can find a party partially 
responsible—so, theoretically, 
a jury could find Google par¬ 
tially responsible and Google 
would then be responsible for 
that partial amount of the 
claim. 

Young also points out that 
Rosenberg was hit on Janu¬ 
ary 19, 2010, and that back 
then Google did not offer 
warnings about the Google 
Maps walking directions on 
its regular or mobile sites. 
Google PR has shut this pos¬ 
sibility down, however, as it 
told Sullivan in an email: 


"We have had warning 
text since launch - July 08 on 
desktop, November 08 on 
mobile. Due to screen real es¬ 
tate, the mobile beta warning 
is a bit shorter, but it says 
"Walking directions (beta): 
Use caution" and usually 
shows up with the first step in 
your directions list." 

Okay, fine. So it was dark. 
There were no street lights. 
She was lost without her 
Blackberry. Google Maps 
may or may not have shown 
a warning. Does that make 
this case any more justified? 

Not really. 

If anything, if it was dark, 
in the middle of nowhere, and 
there were no street lights, I 
feel like she should've seen 
the car coming. Take a look at 
the intersection where she 
was hit trying to cross the 
road—if s a pretty straight, flat 
stretch of road. While it's 
possible that Harwood was 
whipping around the corner 
from Aerie drive, it's hard to 
believe that there isn't quite a 
bit of "lacking in common 
sense" going on in this story. 

A lot of commenters won¬ 
dered if Rosenberg had ever 
learned not to walk on a high¬ 
way—I wonder if she ever 
learned to look both ways be¬ 
fore crossing the street. 

Despite all the bad press, 
her lawyer still thinks she has 
a case, "I have told everyone 
that I think a jury will find 
some culpability on her part." 
But Young also believes that 
a jury will find some fault in 
the driver who hit her, as well 
as Google. 


Yahoo faces 
privacy test 
with new e- 
mail features 

SAN FRANCISCO - Yahoo 
Inc. is hoping to turn on a 
new sharing option in its pop¬ 
ular e-mail service without 
shocking users who prize 
their privacy. 

That's why the Internet 
company is advising its 280 
million e-mail accounthold- 
ers to review their privacy 
settings along with their in¬ 
coming messages. 

Yahoo posted the privacy 
reminder this week as it pre¬ 
pares to unveil new features 
that will share its e-mail 
users' online activities and in¬ 
terests with people listed in 
their address books unless 
they take steps to prevent the 
information from being 
broadcast. The new sharing 
tools will be appearing in 
people's e-mail accounts this 
month. 

Another addition already 
available in some accounts 
allows people to use Yahoo's 
e-mail service as a platform 
for posting comments on 
Facebook, the Web's top spot 
for swapping information 
with family and friends. An 
e-mail link to Twitter's mes¬ 
saging service is coming this 
summer. 

Yahoo has been testing 
and talking about these 
changes for months, but it's 
treading carefully after seeing 
both Facebook and Google 
Inc. stumble recently when 
they retooled their services so 
more personal information 
would appear on the Web. 
Some of those changes irked 
users, privacy watchdogs and 
lawmakers. The outcry 
prompted Facebook and 
Google to develop simpler 
privacy settings to give peo¬ 
ple greater control over what 
gets shared online. 

Yahoo is trying to avoid a 
similar privacy backlash by 
providing users the opportu¬ 
nity to opt out of the e-mail 
service's new social features 
with the click of a button. 
The company also is promis¬ 
ing not to expose a person's 
e-mail contacts to the public, 
a mistake that Google ac¬ 
knowledged making when it 
set up a social network called 
Buzz within its own e-mail 
service four months ago. 




Tsstc of 1 

"Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


Secret Ingredient in 
Ancient Mortar: 
Sticky Rice 



Sticky rice, a staple in many 
modern Asian dishes, was 
also the secret ingredient in 
super-strong mortar used in 
China some 1,500 years ago, 
a new study suggests. 

The sweet-rice mixture 
was probably the world's first 
composite mortar, according 
to the American Chemical 
Society. 

Mortar, a paste used to 
bind and fill gaps between 
bricks, stone blocks and other 
construction materials, re¬ 
mains the best available ma¬ 
terial for restoring ancient 
buildings. Builders used the 
material to construct impor¬ 
tant structures like tombs, 
pagodas and city walls, some 
of which still exist today. 

The super-strong mixture 
is made by combining sticky 
rice soup with a standard 
mortar ingredient called 
slaked lime, or limestone that 
has been heated to a high 
temperature and exposed to 
water, said study researcher 
Bingjian Zhang, a professor 


Windows, Mac, or Linux: It’s Not the OS, It’s the User 

rapidly over the past two 


Who's got the safest operating 
system? Apple, Google, Mi¬ 
crosoft? According to one se¬ 
curity expert, what really 
matters is who's using the OS. 

"Microsoft doesn't have a 
monopoly on all the technical 
vulnerabilities that are out 
there," Zulfikar Ramzan, 
technical director of Syman¬ 
tec Security Response, said 
Tuesday in a phone interview 
with PCWorld. 


Today's online criminals 
are far more likely to target 
user behavior rather than a 
technical flaw in the OS. "It's 
a lot easier to do that," said 
Zulfikar. "You don't need as 
many technical skills to find 
one person who might be 
willing, in a moment of 
weakness, to open up an at¬ 
tachment that contains mali¬ 
cious content." 

This trend has been rising 


. _ Pa 

years. Currently, only about 3 
percent of the malicious soft¬ 
ware that Symantec encoun¬ 
ters exploits a technical 
vulnerability. The other 97 
percent of malware is either 
"piggybacking on that 3 per¬ 
cent," or more likely trying to 
trick a user through some 
type of "social engineering" 
scheme, according to Zul¬ 
fikar. 


at the Department of 
Chemistry at Zhejiang 
University in China. 

"Analytical study 
shows that the ancient 
masonry mortar is a 
kind of special organic- 
inorganic composite 
material," Zhang said. 
"The inorganic compo¬ 
nent is calcium carbon¬ 
ate, and the organic 
component is amylopectin, 
which comes from the sticky 
rice soup added to the mortar." 

The secret ingredient that 
makes the mortar so strong 
and durable is amylopectin, a 
type of polysaccharide, or 
complex carbohydrate, found 
in rice and other starchy 
foods, the scientists deter¬ 
mined. The mortar's potency 
is so impressive that it can 
still be used today as a suit¬ 
able restoration mortar for 
ancient masonry. 

To determine whether 
sticky rice can aid in building 
repair, Zhang and colleagues 
prepared lime mortars with 
varying amounts of sticky 
rice and tested their perform¬ 
ance compared with tradi¬ 
tional lime mortar. 

"The test results of the 
modeling mortars show that 
sticky rice-lime mortar has 
more stable physical proper¬ 
ties, has greater mechanical 
strength, and is more compat¬ 
ible, which make it a suitable 
restoration mortar for ancient 
masonry," the researchers 
write in the American Chem¬ 
ical Society (ACS) monthly 
journal, Accounts of Chemi¬ 
cal Research. 

In fact, the mortar works 
so efficiently as a bonding 
agent that some of the struc¬ 
tures that were built using it 
remain strong enough to 
shrug off the effects of mod¬ 
ern bulldozers and powerful 
earthquakes. 
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RECEIVE A 

FREE 

HAND LOTION 

with your purchase of $ 50 or more* 


Aruba Aloe Balm NV, 
Pitastraat 115, 
Oranjestad 
T: 588 3222 
W: www.ArubaAloe.com 
Tour hours: 

* Mon - Fri 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
Sat 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Entrance fee: FREE 


HEALTH & LIVING 


PediaCare Children's Drugs 
Recalled 


Too Much Pregnancy Weight Gain 
Hurts Child's Heart 


More children's medicines — 
four products sold under the 
PediaCare brand name — 
have been recalled. 

All four of the over-the- 
counter medications were 
made in Johnson & Johnson's 
troubled McNeil plant in 
Pennsylvania. Numerous 
problems at the plant, includ¬ 
ing drugs containing incor¬ 
rect dosages and unsafe 
manufacturing conditions, 
led to the April 30 recall of 
popular child and infant ver¬ 
sions of Tylenol, Motrin, Be¬ 
nadryl, and Zyrtec. 

The products recalled over 
the Memorial Day weekend 
are sold by Blacksmith 


Brands. They include: 

PediaCare Multi-Symptom 
Cold 4oz. UPC # 3 0045-0556- 
05 9 

PediaCare Long Acting 
Cough 4oz. UPC# 3 0045- 
0465-04 7 

PediaCare Decongestant 
4oz. UPC# 3 0045-0554-04 8 

PediaCare Allergy and 
Cold 4oz. UPC# 3 0045-0552- 
04 4 

Although no injuries have 
been reported from use of 
these products, the manufac¬ 
turer warns parents to stop 
using the drugs and to throw 
away any product they may 
have purchased. 


Heart Risk at Age 9 
Linked to Mother f s Preg¬ 
nancy Weight Gain 
Any weight gain during the 
first 14 weeks of pregnancy - 
- or more than a pound a 
week between weeks 14 and 
36 — raise the odds your child 
will show signs of heart dis¬ 
ease by age 9. 

The findings come from 
the U.K. Avon study, which is 
following the health of nearly 
14,000 children born from 
April 1991 through Decem¬ 
ber 1992. The study, by Uni¬ 
versity of Bristol researcher 
Abigail Fraser, PhD, and col¬ 
leagues, focuses on more 
than 8,500 mother/child pairs 
for whom detailed data were 
available. 

Women who were over¬ 
weight before becoming 
pregnant were more likely to 
have overweight or obese 
children. 

But regardless of a 
woman's pre-pregnancy 
weight, weight gain during 
pregnancy affected the child's 
weight — and at age 9, the 



child's risk of having high 
body fat, low levels of good 
HDL cholesterol, a big waist¬ 
line, high blood pressure, and 
other risk factors for heart 
disease. 

Children's heart risk in¬ 
creased with any weight gain 
during the first 14 weeks of 
pregnancy, and with any 
weight gain over 1.1 pounds 
per week during weeks 14 to 
36 of pregnancy. The more 
weight a woman gained dur¬ 
ing these times, the higher 
her child's heart risk. 

Weight gain after week 36 of 


gestation was not linked to heart 
risk in a woman's offspring. 

What's going on? Fraser 
and colleagues suggest that 
the reason why these kids al¬ 
ready have a high heart risk by 
9 years of age is their fat mass. 
But exactly why children tend 
to be fat if their mothers gain 
too much weight during preg¬ 
nancy isn't clear. 

One thing is clear, com¬ 
ments obstetrician/gynecolo- 
gist Jennifer Wu, MD, of 
New York's Lenox Hill Hos¬ 
pital. 

"In order to help ensure 
healthier futures for their 
children, women considering 
childbearing should try to 
achieve ideal body weight 
pre-pregnancy and to adhere 
to recommended weight-gain 
guidelines," Wu says in a 
statement released by the 
Lenox Hill press office. Wu 
was not involved in the 
Fraser study. 

The Fraser study appears 
in the June 15 issue of Circu¬ 
lation, a journal of the Amer¬ 
ican Heart Association. 


Tip: Recovering From Back Surgery 

If your doctor has recommended surgery as a solution to chronic back pain, the 
American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons offers these suggestions to aid in your 
recovery: * If your incision continues to drain, place a bandage over it. If it's clean 
and dry, you don't need to bandage it. 

* Expect that you may not have a big appetite. But try to eat healthy meals and 
drink a lot of fluids. Ask your doctor if you need a vitamin or mineral supplement. 

* Follow your doctor's suggested exercise program. It will help you get back 
your stamina and feel stronger. Start out with walking for light exercise; eventually, 
your doctor may recommend additional activity such as swimming, riding a station¬ 
ary bike or using a treadmill. 

* Lose any excess weight to help prevent future back pain. 
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Kite in Aruba, with Arubakitesurfing school. 

New 2010 kites available and lessons, k/tesurfar/s. 
kiteboarding in aruba with style 

~CeFT~(297)~731^4398! 

www.arubakitesurfingschool.com 

Located: Fisherman’s Hut. next to Marriott _ 

S/gn-up for a 5-hour package and get a FREE T-shirt with this AD ) 


Great steaks are a family 
tradition at El Gaucho 
Restaurant 



Mega Skewer 


Aruba’s longest established 
and most popular Argentinean 
steakhouse, El Gaucho, is still 
going strong after 33 success¬ 
ful years. Two-time winner of 
the prestigious Wine Spectator 
Award of Excellence, the 
restaurant proudly displays the 
numerous accolades it has re¬ 
ceived from other such notable 
wine and food societies as 
Chaine des Rotisseurs, as well 
as coveted awards for excel¬ 
lence such as the Worldwide 
Marketing Organization of 
Mexico, Golden Trophy for 
Quality Award of Excellence 
from France, Arch of Europe 
for Quality from Business Ini¬ 
tiative Directions of Germany 
and International Award for 
Tourism, Hotel and Catering 
Industry from Spain. 

Recognized around the 
world for its quality of service 
and cuisine, El Gaucho’s 
heartiest applause comes from 
its loyal clientele, who recom¬ 
mend the restaurant to friends 
and family with complete con¬ 
fidence in their satisfaction. 

When asking a frequent is¬ 


land visitor where they go for 
a great steak, you will find 
most frequently their #1 choice 
will be The Gaucho Steak; a 
generous portion of prime ten¬ 
derloin, charcoal-grilled to per¬ 
fection. El Gaucho Restaurant 
also boasts the biggest shishke- 
bab in the Caribbean, as well 
as a varied menu of fresh local 
fish and seafood, and every¬ 
one’s favorite cut of steak and 
ribs. 

2009 has brought some wel¬ 
come changes; an expanded 
food and wine menu and the 
restaurant is now open on Sun¬ 
days. A variety of lamb and 
veal dishes now garnish the 
menu, as well as a hearty 20-oz 
rib eye to satisfy your appetite. 

El Gaucho Restaurant is 
open for lunch and dinner 
Monday through Saturday 
from 11:30 a.m. until 11:00 
p.m., and on Sunday from 5:30 
p.m.. Visit their online guest¬ 
book at www.elgaucho-aruba. 
com, and peruse the glorious 
praise their receive from their 
devoted fans, as well as the up¬ 
dated menu. 


WANTED 


Free Lance Sales Person 
Please call 583-9517 
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Most Catholics loyal despite sex abuse 
scandal 


NEW YORK - The sex abuse 
scandal that has rocked the 
Catholic Church has not 
shaken the faith of most U.S. 
Catholics, according to a new 
poll. 

Only 12 percent, or one 
out of eight Roman Catholics, 
is reevaluating ties to the 
church following reports of 
child sexual abuse, the 60 
Minutes/Vanity Fair survey 
showed. 

The number was similar 
among members of all faiths 
in the United States, in contrast 
to Germany, where about a 
quarter of German Catholics 
were considering leaving the 
church over the abuse allega¬ 
tions. 

In recent months, child 
abuse allegations against Ca¬ 
tholic priests have roiled Eu¬ 
rope, forcing resignations of 
bishops in Ireland, Belgium 
and Germany, in the biggest 
crisis in Benedict’s five-year 
pontificate. 

Pope Benedict met victims 
of abuse by priests during his 
April 2008 visit to the United 



States. The U.S. church has 
paid $2 billion in settlements 
to victims since 1992. 


The poll of 855 adults, in¬ 
cluding 178 Roman Catholics, 
also showed that more Ameri¬ 
cans than before, 45 percent 
compared to 41 percent in 
2009, believed that killings 
carried out by the CIA are 
"sometimes justified." 

But less than third knew 
who directed the U.S. military. 

When asked what profes¬ 
sion came to mind when they 
heard the name of Robert M. 
Gates, 36 percent said "com¬ 


puter pioneer," apparently 
confusing the name of the de¬ 
fense secretary with that of 
Microsoft founder Bill Gates, 
one of the world's wealthiest 
men. 

Only 29 percent knew 
Robert M. Gates was a Cabi¬ 
net member. 

When asked what they 
would advise their younger 
self if they could go back in 
time, 45 percent of people 
who participated in the poll 
said, "Take school seriously," 
followed by "Eat better." 

Forty-five percent of Ame¬ 
ricans said cable TV was the 
most overpriced item, while 22 
percent said a movie ticket, 
followed by a baseball ticket 
(17 percent), a pair of jeans (12 
percent) and cocktails at a bar 
or restaurant (9 percent). 

On a lighter note, 37 per¬ 
cent of men said they would 
like to be Indiana Jones in 
"Raiders of the Lost Ark" for a 
day, while Carrie Bradshaw, of 
"Sex and the City" fame drew 
the highest response at 19 per¬ 
cent of women. 


Fidel Castro claims Obama lives in 
fantasy world 



HAVANA, Cuba (AP) - Fidel 
Castro speculated yesterday 
that a nuclear strike on Iran 
might help President Barack 
Obama win a second term in 
the White House and also sug¬ 
gested the United States could 
attack North Korea. 

The former leader of Cuba, 
who has not been seen in pub¬ 
lic for nearly four years, also 
portrayed the U.S. president as 
a victim of fantasies planted in 
his mind by sinister advisers. 

The column published by 
Cuban state media floated the 
idea that a nuclear attack on 
Iran — perhaps even without 
U.S. authorization — might 
help Obama win re-election in 
2012. 

"Could Obama enjoy the 
emotions of a second presiden¬ 
tial election without having the 
Pentagon or the State of Israel, 
whose conduct does not in the 
least obey the decisions of the 
United States, use nuclear 
weapons against Iran?" he 
asked. "How would life on our 
planet be after that?" 

It's a question he did not an¬ 
swer, nor did he elaborate. 

Castro also referred to "the 
current danger North Korea 
could be attacked by the 


United States" because of "the 
recent incident that happened 
in that country's waters" — ap¬ 
parently a reference to allega¬ 
tions that North Korea attacked 
and sank a South Korean war¬ 
ship, killing 46 sailors. 

Castro, 83, said China 
might be able to block such an 
attack by using its veto in the 
U.N. Security Council, imply¬ 
ing that Washington was likely 
to seek that body's authoriza¬ 
tion before a move against 
North Korea. 

The government of North 
Korea has denied involvement 
in the torpedo attack near the 
countries' sea border in March. 
During a visit to Seoul last 
month, U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton said the North 


should face international con¬ 
sequences for the sinking. 

Castro often has praised 
Obama in recent years, but 
painted him as a pawn of the 
global capitalist machine on 
Wednesday. 

"President Obama can give 
hundreds of speeches, trying to 
reconcile contradictions that 
are irreconcilable ... dreaming 
of the magic of his well-artic¬ 
ulated phrases," he wrote. 

But Castro said Obama 
"makes concessions to perso¬ 
nalities and groups totally 
lacking in ethics and draws 
fantasy worlds that only fit in 
his head and that unscrupulous 
advisers, knowing his tenden¬ 
cies, plant in his mind." 
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Crews probe Guatemala sinkhole as 
neighbors flee 



Photo released by Guatemala’s Presidency, shows the sink¬ 
hole covering a street intersection in downtown Guatemala 
City. 


GUATEMALA CITY, Guate¬ 
mala (AP) - A cavernous and 
almost perfectly round sink¬ 
hole swallowed an entire inter¬ 
section in Guatemala City 
during a tropical storm, spook¬ 
ing people in the neighborhood 
but exciting geologists. 

The hole is 66 feet (20 me¬ 
ters) across and plunges nearly 
100 feet (30 meters) deep. 

Geologists said Tuesday 
that the circular shape sug¬ 
gested a cave formation under¬ 
neath, but what exactly caused 
the sinkhole was still a mys¬ 
tery. 

"I can tell you what it’s not: 
It's not a geological fault, and 
it's not the product of an earth¬ 
quake," said David Monter- 
roso, a geophysics engineer at 
the National Disaster Manage¬ 
ment Agency. "That's all we 
know. We're going to have to 
descend." 

The sinkhole formed Satur¬ 
day and gulped down a cloth¬ 


ing factory about three miles 
(two kilometers) from the site 
of a similar sinkhole three 
years ago. 

Neighbors said it was a mi¬ 
racle no factory workers died. 

"The boys were lucky," res¬ 
ident Honora Oliva said. "They 
left at six that afternoon, an 
hour before the earth opened 
up." 

Neighbors said a weekend 
security guard also was spared 
because he had left to tend to 
his house, which flooded from 
heavy rain as Tropical Storm 
Agatha bore down on Central 
America. The storm has killed 
at least 180 people. 

Some neighbors believe 
one or two people might have 
disappeared, but authorities 
said no deaths had been re¬ 
ported. 

Crews were waiting for 
blueprints of the city's drainage 
system before investigating 
further. 


The 2007 sinkhole killed 
three people and swallowed 
several homes in the same 
area. It was blamed on rain and 
an underground sewage flow, 
but it is too early to say 
whether those problems are to 
blame this time, said Monter- 
roso, who also investigated the 
previous incident. 

Police and soldiers stood 
guard around the sinkhole to 
prevent the curious from get¬ 
ting too close. Most people liv¬ 
ing nearby have moved out, 
fearful the hole will expand 
and swallow more homes. 

"We're not going to wait," 
said one man who declined to 
give his name. "We've already 
rented elsewhere and we're 
leaving now." 

Meanwhile, villagers used 
hoes and pick axes to hunt for 
victims of the landslides. 

Thousands remained home¬ 
less and dozens still missing 
following the season's first 
tropical storm. Rescue crews 
struggled to reach isolated 
communities to distribute food 
and water. 

"This is a total tragedy," 
said Jose Vicente Samayoa, 
president of a neighborhood 
group in Amatitlan, a flooded 
town south of Guatemala's 
capital. 

Officials in Guatemala re¬ 
ported 152 dead but said 100 
people were still missing. In 
the department of Chimalte- 
nango — a province west of 
Guatemala City — landslides 
buried rural Indian communi¬ 
ties and killed at least 60 peo¬ 
ple. 


Russia says terrorists seeking nuclear 
materials 


MOSCOW, Russia - The 
chief of Russia's state security 
service said yesterday that 
terrorists were seeking access 
to nuclear materials across 
the former Soviet Union, 
Russian news agencies re¬ 
ported. 

Alexander Bortnikov, the 
chief of the FSB, the main 
successor to the Soviet-era 
KGB, gave no further details 
about the attempts or which 
groups had sought the mate¬ 
rials. 

"We have information 
which indicates that terrorists 
are continuing to attempt to get 
access to nuclear materials 
(and) biological and chemical 
components," he was quoted 
as saying by Interfax and Itar- 
Tass. 

"We are paying constant at¬ 
tention to this issue," Bort¬ 



nikov said, referring to con¬ 
cerns that terrorists could get 
their hands on nuclear materi¬ 
als. 

Nuclear experts say there is 
no sign that terrorists have ac¬ 
quired weapons-grade nuclear 
material but there have been at 
least 18 documented cases of 
theft or loss of plutonium or 
highly enriched uranium, sev¬ 


eral in the ex-Soviet Union. 

Despite major, heavily 
U.S.-funded security im¬ 
provements at Russian facili¬ 
ties containing nuclear 
materials since the 1991 So¬ 
viet collapse, experts say the 
risk of theft remains. 

Among concerns are the 
potential for theft by insiders 
— particularly in a country 
plagued by corruption — as 
well as imperfect accounting 
for the materials and inexpe¬ 
rienced guards, according to 
Harvard University nuclear ex¬ 
pert Matthew Bunn. 

A recent report by Bunn 
commissioned by the U.S.- 
based Nuclear Threat Initiative 
said the highest risks of nu¬ 
clear theft today were in Pak¬ 
istan and Russia, which has the 
largest stockpiles. 
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Expecting a UK royal 
wedding? Buy the mugs now 



LONDON, England - Rumors 
have abounded for years that 
Britain's Prince William will get 
engaged to his long-term girl¬ 
friend but one retailer is now so 
sure an announcement is immi¬ 
nent it has prepared a range of 
commemorative mugs. 

Royal watchers and book¬ 
makers have long predicted 
that William, the elder son of 
heir-to-the-throne Prince 
Charles and the late Princess 
Diana, will wed Kate Middle- 
ton whom he started dating 
while at university. 

But there have been gro¬ 
wing rumors of an engagement 
announcement this month, fue¬ 
led by a blog written in April 
by Diana's friend, journalist 
Tina Brown in which she said 
the royal family had earmarked 
June 3 or 4 for the news. 

Supermarket chain Asda is 
so convinced the announce¬ 
ment is coming it has already 
created a range of specially de¬ 
signed crockery, ready to go on 
sale as soon as it becomes of¬ 
ficial. 

"Royal crockery is good 
British tradition and this will 
be the biggest announcement 
from the royal family since the 
engagement of Charles and 
Di," said David Mills, Asda'a 
Category Director. 

The retailer said it was ex¬ 
pecting the same sort of hyste¬ 
ria from the British public that 
greeted news of Charles's en¬ 
gagement to Diana in 1981. 

William began dating Mid¬ 
dleton, 28, the daughter of 
middle-class, self-made entre¬ 
preneurs, in 2003 when they 


shared a house at Scotland's St 
Andrews University. 

They split up in 2007 be¬ 
cause, the newspapers said, 
Middleton, who has been 
dubbed "waity Katie," was get¬ 
ting fed up of waiting for 
William to propose, but they got 
back together soon afterwards. 

William has previously said 
he did not want to get married 
until he was 28 or 30. He turns 
28 on June 21. 

But as speculation mounts, 
Katie Nicholl, royal correspon¬ 
dent for the Mail on Sunday 
newspaper, said she did not ex¬ 
pect an imminent announce¬ 
ment. 

William and his younger 
brother Harry are due to carry 
out their first joint overseas 
tour, to Africa from June 14- 
19, and they would not want 
anything to overshadow it, she 
said. 

Nicholl also said William 
would want to complete his 
training as a helicopter search- 
and-rescue pilot for the Royal 
Air Force which he is due to 
finish in September. 

"There is no hurry to get 
married. They know as soon as 
an announcement is made, life 
for them will never be the 
same again," said Nicholl, who 
has just penned a book 
"William and Harry" on the 
lives of two princes. 

"Their friends tell me they 
are as good as engaged, it's just 
they don't want to make any¬ 
thing official." 

However bookmakers re¬ 
main convinced that the couple 
will get engaged soon. 
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ACROSS 

1. Hue 
6. Atlantic 
City 
machine 
10. Headliner 

14. Sheets, etc. 

15. "A-of 

Two Cities” 


59. 

60. 
61. 
62. 

63. 


Where the 
sun rises 
Captured 
Actress Mae 
Beauty 
parlor jobs 
Put out 
money 


CROSSWORD 
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DOWN 


home 

1. Winter toy 

24. 

17. Happening 

2. Bee’s home 

25. 

18. Endure 

3. Once more 


19. So be it! 

4. Cozy room 

26. 

20. Morning 

5. Made a 


moisture 

stage 

27. 

21. Paradise 

appearance 

28. 

23. Flair 

6. Scatter 

29. 

25. Forehead 

about 

30. 

26. Oases places 

7. Reclined 

32. 

27. "Sesame 

8. " Folks 

33. 


at Home” 

34. 

30. Yips 

9. Seesawed 


31. Attempted 

10. Justice 

35. 

32. Round roofs 

weighers 



11. Animal 
trainer 

12. Ten 
percenter 

13. Leases 
22. Speck 


ingredient 
“-at 


Sea’ 


33. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 


42. 

43. 

44. 


47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

53. 

54. 
56. 
58. 


Actor 

Reiner 

Uncle’s 

mate 

Was 

concerned 
Tennis zero 
Cot 

Pearly- 

Mourning 
and turtle 
birds 
Peels 

Take offense 
Youthful 
predica¬ 
ments 
Kettles 
Daily tasks 
Tennis star 
Virginia 
Pea’s home 
Ready to 
eat 
Whirl 
Incline 
Level 


passed 


37. Petted 

38. Privation 

40. Yawn 

41. Hates 

42. Mom or dad 

43. Rocker 
Stewart 

44. Threaded 
nail 

45. Onion’s 
relative 

46. Stout cords 

47. Jeans, e.g. 

49. Sage 

50. Jab 

51. Unclosed 

52. Baseballer 
Bucky 

55. Remit 
57. Lick up 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


May 29 - June 5 

Noord: “Botica St. Anna” San Nicolas: “San Lucas” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A! Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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WANTED 


Free Lance Sales Person 
Please call 588-9517 


THE MORNING XnR'TXTC themomingnewsamba@gmail.com 
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FOR RENT TIMESHARE 


at 

Holiday Inn Club Vacations 
at Orange Lake Resort 
Kissinmee, FL. 

2 bedroom suite, sleeps 6-8 
persons. Week July 23-30/10 
Price: US$1,200 
For info please call 
Cell: (297) 593-2320 



Your Source for 
Local News in English 

Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 

Tel: 588-9517 
Fax: 588-9518 

E-mail: 

themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 


Euro steadies, yen dips on 


Japan PM resignation 


SINGAPORE - The euro 
edged up yesterday after hit¬ 
ting a four-year low against the 
dollar on jitters over the euro 
zone's debt crisis, while Asian 
stocks were broadly steady de¬ 
spite a dip on Wall Street. 

The yen weakened broadly 
after Japan's Prime Minister 
Yukio Hatoyama said he 
would resign, which fueled in¬ 
vestor expectations that politi¬ 
cal turmoil would make the 
economy more dependent on 
the Bank of Japan's loose mon¬ 
etary policy. 

The dollar gained just over 
0.9 percent to 91.78 yen, its 


highest since May 20. The 
euro was up 0.4 percent to 
$1.2253 and gained 1 percent 
against the yen. 

"Japan's political turmoil is 
a factor for yen selling espe¬ 
cially for non-Japanese in¬ 
vestors. But once Hatoyama's 
successor is decided temporary 
relief will likely prompt in¬ 
vestors to buy back the yen to 
the level it was beforehand," 
said Jun Kato, senior invest¬ 
ment manager at Shinkin Asset 
Management. 

"I expect dollar/yen is 
likely to move around 90-92 in 
the coming few weeks." 


Auto sales tick higher but 
caution lingers 


DETROIT, Michigan - Major 
automakers recorded double¬ 
digit U.S. sales gains in May 
from depressed year-earlier 
levels as industry-wide sales 
ticked up for a seventh conse- 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 


PUZZLE 48 



cutive month with a boost 
from orders by rental agencies. 

The May auto sales results 
provide one of the earliest 
snapshots of consumer de¬ 
mand for a month marked by 
financial market volatility and 
renewed questions about the 
strength of the U.S. economic 
recovery in the second half of 
the year. 

Major automakers said they 
expected industry-wide sales 
to be around 11.4 million vehi¬ 
cles on an annualized and ad¬ 
justed basis in May. 

That would be up from the 
11 million vehicle sales rate 
that had held from January 
through April, and up from the 
27-year low of 10.4 million ve¬ 
hicle sales recorded in 2009. 


Buffett put on defensive over credit 
raters 


NEW YORK - Billionaire in¬ 
vestor Warren Buffett dis¬ 
tanced himself from embattled 
credit rating agencies, saying 
they have lost some of their in¬ 
vestment appeal amid criticism 
of their role in fueling the fi¬ 
nancial crisis. 

As the star witness at yes¬ 
terday’s hearing of the Finan¬ 
cial Crisis Inquiry Commis¬ 
sion, Buffett agreed credit 
raters erred in failing to foresee 
the scope of the U.S. housing 
crisis but said they were not 
alone in this miscalculation. 

"In this particular case, they 
made a mistake that virtually 
everybody in the country 
made," Buffett said. "It was the 
granddaddy of all bubbles." 

The chief executive of 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc, a 
major investor in credit rater 
Moody's Corp, declined to ad¬ 
vocate harsh remedies such as 
the removal of top executives 
at rating firms. 

Buffett said reforms should 
target financial firms with too 
much leverage, and punish 
chief executives and boards 
that require unusual govern¬ 
ment aid. The rating agencies 


did not take taxpayer bailouts 
during the crisis. 

"I am much more inclined 
to come down hard on the 
CEOs of the institutions that 
caused the United States gov¬ 
ernment to necessarily bolster 
them than I am on someone 
who made a mistake that 300 
million other Americans 
made," he said. 

Moody's, McGraw-Hill 
Cos' Standard and Poor's and 
Fimalac SA's Fitch Ratings 
have been widely faulted for 
fueling the crisis by assigning 
unreasonably high ratings for 
too long, and then downgrad¬ 
ing them too fast. 

Congress is weighing legis¬ 
lation that could curb their 
power to win and retain busi¬ 
ness. 

Berkshire owns 13 percent 
of Moody's, down from nearly 
20 percent a year ago, and Buf¬ 
fett said he would have sold 
more sooner had he foreseen 
the housing downturn. 

Buffett's hesitancy to offer 
specifics prompted dismay 
from panel Vice Chairman Bill 
Thomas, a former chairman of 
the House of Representatives 


Ways and Means Committee. 

Thomas told the 79-year- 
old, arguably the world's most 
admired investor, that he 
should use his influence to pro¬ 
mote needed reforms. "You've 
got to do more," Thomas said. 

"Certainly I could have 
done more," Buffett re¬ 
sponded. 

Buffett testified alongside 
Moody's Chief Executive Ray¬ 
mond McDaniel, a lightning 
rod for criticism of credit raters. 

Congress is weighing legis¬ 
lation to curb the agencies' 
power, and upend their 
decades-old business model of 
having issuers pay for ratings 
and shop around among agen¬ 
cies. 

"We believed that ratings 
were our best opinion at the 
time that we assigned them," 
McDaniel testified. "The regret 
is genuine and deep." 

He also said there is an "im¬ 
portant public good" served by 
the current issuer-pays model, 
saying that ratings are later re¬ 
leased publicly for free. Mc¬ 
Daniel blamed the financial 
crisis mainly on weakened 
housing and tightened credit. 


Agencies: Banks' outlook improves but 
still risky 


NEW YORK - U.S. banks are 
slowly working their way 
through a mountain of non¬ 
performing loans from the 
credit crisis, but dangers still 
abound, two credit rating 
agencies said yesterday. 

Among the risks still loom¬ 
ing are the impact of the Euro¬ 
pean sovereign debt crisis and 
the chance the global economy 
may deteriorate. 

Moody's Investors Service 
said in a first-quarter report it 
estimates the U.S. banks it 
rates, have made about 60 per¬ 
cent of the total $744 billion of 
aggregate loan charge-offs 
they will undertake from 2008 
to 2011. 

The remaining losses, 
though sizable, are beginning 
to look manageable, Moody's 
said. 

It warned, however, that "a 
worsening of the global eco¬ 
nomy in 2010, the probability 
of which Moody's places at 10 
percent to 20 percent, would 
significantly strain U.S. bank 
fundamental credit quality." 

That possibility "drives our 
continuing negative outlook 
for the U.S. banking sector," 
Moody's said. 

By contrast, Fitch Ratings 
was more optimistic in its 
broad assessment of the U.S. 
banking sector. 

Fitch revised up its overall 
U.S. banking sector outlook to 


stable from negative, as bank 
earnings and capital positions 
improve and non-performing 
assets stabilize. 

The outlook had been ne¬ 
gative since late 2007, when 
the global financial crisis was 
starting. In the aftermath of the 
crisis, which reached its nadir 
more than a year ago, U.S. 
bank earnings have been 
slowly recovering, Fitch ana¬ 
lysts said in a first-quarter re¬ 
port. 

"With U.S. banks reporting 
results for the most recent 
quarter, it is becoming more 
apparent that financial stability 
is beginning to emerge across 
the industry," Fitch wrote. 

Fitch expects bank core 
earnings to continue to show 
slow but steady improvement 
over the next few quarters. 

"Further supporting Fitch's 
revised outlook is the stabi¬ 
lization of non-performing as¬ 
sets and the vastly improved 
capital and liquidity positions 
of the larger U.S. banks in 
general," it said. 

But U.S. bank earnings and 
revenue are still comparatively 
weak relative to pre-crisis lev¬ 
els and will likely remain pres¬ 
sured over the next few 
quarters, Fitch said. 

Moody's also warned of 
problems on banks' balance 
sheets. 

Although charge-offs and 


non-performing loans are past 
the peak, "the return to 'nor¬ 
mal' levels of asset quality will 
be slow and uneven over the 
next 12 to 18 months," said 
Craig Emrick, a senior credit 
officer with Moody's covering 
U.S. banks. 

Despite two straight quar¬ 
ters of improvement in U.S. 
bank charge-offs, they remain 
near historic highs dating back 
to the Great Depression, while 
the commercial real estate 
market could yet decline fur¬ 
ther, pushing charge-offs up 
again, Moody's said. 

Fitch said its overall stable 
outlook "does not incorporate 
exogenous shocks," but the 
agency "would factor in any 
such events should they 
occur." 

"Fitch is mindful of risks 
associated with the ongoing 
sovereign debt crisis in Eu¬ 
rope, as well as the budgetary 
pressures across many U.S. 
states and municipalities, 
which could pose new risks for 
banks in general," it said. 

For those banks that still 
have a negative outlook, Fitch 
said it "anticipates resolving 
these individually over the 
next few months." That could 
result in outlooks going to sta¬ 
ble or in more limited in¬ 
stances, in a one notch 
downgrade, with the outlook 
then going to stable. 
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Jamaica PM survives 
confidence vote 


Jamaican Prime Minister 
Bruce Golding has narrowly 
survived a no-confidence mo¬ 
tion in parliament after the op¬ 
position urged him to resign 
because of his alleged support 
of a suspected drug lord 
wanted by the United States. 

On a 30-28 vote late Tues¬ 
day, lawmakers rejected a mo¬ 
tion to censure Mr Golding for 
his handling of a US extradi¬ 
tion request for Christopher 
"Dudus" Coke, the reputed 
drug kingpin. 

Coke, a supporter of the rul¬ 
ing Jamaica Labour Party, has 
wielded influence over the 
volatile inner-city constituency 
that Mr Golding represents. 
Coke is wanted in New York 
on charges that he smuggled 
cocaine and marijuana along 
with weapons between Ja¬ 
maica and the United States. 

Mr Golding and his political 
allies opposed the extradition 
request for nine months before 
bowing to US pressure to arrest 
Coke and begin extradition 
proceedings against him. 

Coke remains a fugitive 
after security forces clashed 
with his suspected gang mem¬ 
ber supporters in the capital 
last week in violence that 
killed at least 73 civilians. 

Most of the bloodshed oc¬ 
curred on May 24th when 
heavily armed police and sol¬ 


diers stormed the Tivoli Gar¬ 
dens slum that served as a bas¬ 
tion of support for Coke. 

Tivoli Gardens is also a 
stronghold of the Jamaica 
Labour Party and helped pro¬ 
pel Mr Golding, who repre¬ 
sents it in parliament, to 
victory in general elections in 
September 2007. 

Reverend A1 Miller says 
Christopher 'Dudus’ Coke 
maintains he is misunderstood 
by those who failed to see the 
many initiatives implemented 
by him in West Kingston to 
make the crime rate in that po¬ 
lice division the lowest. 

Miller, who last met with 
Coke — now a fugitive — two 
days before the security forces 
took control of his Tivoli Gar¬ 
dens stronghold, said Coke 
spoke openly about, among 
other things, the role he played 
in helping the elderly and pro¬ 
viding a start to many youth 
who would otherwise have 
turned to a life of crime. 

Tivoli Gardens residents 
stage a peaceful street protest 
and march in support of 
Christopher ‘Dudus’ Coke on 
May 20, urging the authorities 
to leave him alone. 

Miller said Coke spoke of 
the perception that the public 
had of him which caused them 
to view him differently from 
who he really is. 


In the 19th century another nat¬ 
ural product, besides gold, was 
found to be fit for exploitation. 
On Scroc Colorado, at the ut¬ 
most south-easterly tip of the is¬ 
land, guano was found. This 
limestone, containing phos¬ 
phoric acid, originates from 
bird droppings, in this case sea 
gulls. There was a broad world 
market for phosphate that was 
used as a fertilizer. 

The discovery of guano is 
being credited to J. H. Waters 
Gravenhorst in 1874, but it 
seems that in 1859 already an 
American, S. R. Kimball, who 
was digging guano on the Aves 
islands, had applied for a permit 
for exploitation. If it actually 
has come to that, remains un¬ 
known. 

In 1871, guano had also 
been discovered on Klein Cu¬ 
rasao by the Englishman John 
Goddcn. His discovery caused 
quite a hype on de Antillian is¬ 
lands, a kind of £ guano mania.’ 
On Curasao too, guano was 
found. 

The phosphate was very 
conspicuous by its color: yel¬ 
low to red-brown or the color of 
liver, sometimes green or pur¬ 
ple, That's how Seroe Colorado 
(the Colored Hill) got its name. 

After the discovery of guano 
on Aruba by Gravenhorst, ex¬ 
ploitation was started by the 
Aruba Phosphaat Maatschappij 
(APM), founded in December 
of 1879. The center of exporta¬ 
tion was San Nicolas, which 
only consisted of a few fisher¬ 
men's huts before. The activi¬ 
ties surrounding the 
exploitation and exportation of 
phosphate led to more and more 
huts being built there. It already 
started to look quite like a little 
village, where sailors from the 
ships that came for the phos¬ 
phate came looking for distrac¬ 
tion ashore. Local labour was 
initially only found with diffi¬ 
culty: that was because of the 
rival branch of industry, the ex¬ 
ploitation of gold. That’s why 
forty men were attracted from 


Bonaire and about twenty 
bricklayers and carpenters from 
Curasao. Even a group of Ital¬ 
ians was attracted to the island 
to manage the company; four of 
them never left the island: An¬ 
tonio and Victorio Pctrocei, Eu¬ 
genio Falconi and Cajetano 
Jacopucci. They settled at Tanki 
Leendert 

The exploitation of phos¬ 
phate led to the development of 
the settlement of San Nicolas. 
First a wooden pier was built in 
the harbor and the phosphate 
was taken there by donkey. In 
1881, new materia! arrived 
from England and New York. 
The installations that were built 
then were ultramodern for that 
time. In the San Nicolas bay, an 
iron landing was built and that 
was the most modern harbor fa¬ 
cility in the whole Caribbean at 
that time. For the transport of 
the phosphate to the harbor, a 
six kilometer long narrow 
gauge railway was built and the 
phosphate was taken to the 
loading berth in trains of about 
twenty tip carts and a steam lo¬ 
comotive, There it was loaded 
into sail ships that took it to 
countries like England, France, 
Germany and the United States 
to be processed to super phos¬ 
phate that was used as fertilizer. 
The phosphate company had its 
own tugboat (the ‘S.S. Phos¬ 
phate’) and its own pilot to get 
the ships safely in and out of the 
San Nicolas bay. The time that 
was needed to load a ship was 
being reduced from 15 to 5 
days. Three- to five hundred 
tons of phosphate per day could 
be handled by the pier. In 1882, 
about 250 men worked in the 
phosphate industry and the 
salaries were not bad. People 
came from all over the island to 
work in the phosphate mines; 
those who lived in the sur¬ 
roundings of Noord, had to get 
on their way by foot or on a 
donkey by Sunday afternoon, 
stayed overnight in Savaneta to 
start working on Monday. The 
workers stayed near the phos- 



Phosphatc mining pit on Aruba 
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phosphate 


phate mines all week and slept 
in barracks. On Saturdays, they 
worked half day, after which 
they set out to return home on 
foot or on a donkey.. 

Business went well and soon 
a profit was made which al¬ 
lowed paying off the loans that 
were made for the investments. 
A dividend could be paid out as 
well. 

Initially, phosphate was ex¬ 
tracted on Seroe Colorado and 
Seroe Culebra. When the sup¬ 
ply at the surface of the hills 
was exhausted after about fif¬ 
teen years, they went on to look 
for phosphate deeper in the 
ground. On a depth of 15 to 18 
meters, phosphate layers, six 
feet thick on average, were dis¬ 
covered at Banki Jerome, a bit 
more to the north. Mines were 
made to bring up the material. 
Those provided enough phos¬ 
phate for the next 15 years. 
Holes were drilled by hand into 
the phosphate and then it was 
extracted with explosives. 

The exploitation of the 
phosphate caused the revenues 
of the island to rise consider¬ 
ably and that made if possible 
to support the other islands of 
the colony Curasao (the Ne¬ 
therlands Antilles did not yet 
exist) as well. In the years of 
exploitation (that went on till 
1914), 530.060 tons were ex¬ 
ported with a total market value 
of almost 17 million guilders. 
Aruba could generate about 4 
million guilders from exporta¬ 
tion taxes. 

But in the course of the 
years, phosphate exploitation 
became less profitable: as the 
phosphate had to be extracted 
from deeper under ground, the 
quality became poorer. Further¬ 
more, there was strong compe¬ 
tition from good quality 
phosphate from Canada. Good 
and relatively cheap phosphate 
came out of Florida as well and 
as a result, the global prices 
went down. The APM found 
out that the expenses to exploit 
phosphate were to high to be 
able to still be competitive. 
Even though the tax rates had 
been reduced by the govern¬ 
ment, the profits continued to 
go down and finally the ex¬ 
penses 

When World War I broke out 
in 1914, the exploitation of 
phosphate became very diffi¬ 
cult. It was impossible to get dy¬ 
namite and the means of 
exportation became worse as a 
result of the war in Europe, The 
APM closed down in August of 
1914 and a year later, the com¬ 
pany was dissolved by its share¬ 
holders. Workers left again and 
went looking for work in the 
surrounding countries like 
Venezuela and Colombia, 
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Hondurans held by 10- 
man Azerbaijan 



Honduras still appear to have 
plenty of work left to do in 
the final days before the 2010 
FIFA World Cup South 
Africa™ as they were held to 
a goalless draw by 10-man 
Azerbaijan in Austria today. 

Wayward shooting meant 
Honduras never really tested 
Azerbaijan goalkeeper Sala- 
hat Agayev, even after the 
73rd-minute dismissal of 


Sasa Yunisoglu for a rash 
tackle. 

Ramon Nunez was the 
only Honduras player who 
managed to force a save in 
the entire match, but his left¬ 
footed shot from the edge of 
the area was easy enough for 
the goalkeeper. 

Honduras will face Chile, 
Spain and Switzerland in 
South Africa 2010 ? s Group H. 


Van Bommel fearful of German threat 



Mark van Bommel has backed Germany to provide a major threat to his Dutch squad 
The Bayern Munich midfielder knows Joachim Low's squad well and believes they will 
be fine even without injured captain Michael Ballack, using his absence as an extra mo¬ 
tivation. "I believe they're thinking, 'Now we'll show the world how we can play without 
our captain'," he said in AD Sportwereld. "They do not always play beautiful football, 
but they are always effective." 


Paraguay see off Greeks in friendly 


Poland 0-0 Serbia: White Eagles 
Fail To Win Again 


Poland held World Cup final¬ 
ists Serbia to a 0-0 draw 
under trying conditions at the 
FC Kufstein Stadion in Kuf- 
stein, Austria on Wednesday 
evening. In what was a 
friendly international, both 
sides struggled to create too 
many chances as rain and ter¬ 
rible pitch conditions made it 
tough for the players to give 
their best. 

Poland were off the blocks 
the quicker of the two sides as 
Jakub Blaszczykowski ran 
down the right and swung in 
a cross. However, it went over 
the head of his teammates. 

Five minutes later in the 
12th minute the Poles were 
again on song as Mariusz 
Lewandowski combined with 
Blaszczykowski on the left and 


won a freekick, which how¬ 
ever ended wide of the mark. 

Poland were the more im¬ 
posing side in the match but it 
was Serbia who came close to 
breaking the deadlock in the 
27th minute. Milos Krasic 
galloped down the right and 
released Danko Lazovic, 
whose attempt was superbly 
blocked by Lukasz Fabianski 
in the Poland goal. 

In the 42nd minute Serbia 
had a chance to score the 
opening goal of the evening 
when Milan Jovanovic 
whipped in a ball across the 
Polish goalline but the on- 
rushing Stankovic failed to 
connect with the ball. 

It finished 0-0 at the break 
under soggy and dangerous 
conditions. 


Paraguay continued their 
2010 FIFA World Cup South 
Africa™ preparations with a 
2-0 friendly win over fellow 
qualifiers Greece, the 2004 
European champions, in the 
Swiss town of Winterthur on 
Wednesday. 

Enrique Vera scored the 
opener after eight minutes 
and in-form Lucas Barrios 
added a second goal on 25 
minutes to cheer the South 
Americans, coached by Ger¬ 
ardo Martino. 

Paraguay begin their 2010 
FIFA World Cup campaign 
against Italy in Cape Town on 
14 June and will also face 
New Zealand and Slovakia in 
Group F. Greece were drawn 
alongside Nigeria, Korea Re¬ 
public and two-time champi¬ 
ons Argentina in Group B. 

Barrios shone in the Ger¬ 
man Bundesliga this season 


with Borussia Dortmund and 
was drafted into the Paraguay 
squad to cover for the ab¬ 
sence of fellow striker Sal¬ 
vador Cabanas, who will 
miss the tournament after 
being shot in the head last 
year in a bar in Mexico. 

Barrios was born in Ar¬ 
gentina but obtained his 
Paraguayan nationality 
through his mother and he 
has scored in his last three 
outings in the national 
colours. Paraguay gave 
Brazil a run for their money 
for top spot in the South 
American qualifying pro¬ 
gramme and will hope to 
reach the second phase in 
South Africa, despite facing 
the toughest imaginable start 
against holders Italians. 

Paraguay have shown 
mixed warm-up form, as they 
saw off North Korea as well 
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South Africa 
Mexico ! 
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as Greece but drew with the 
Ivorians and lost 2-1 to the 
Republic of Ireland. Otto Re- 
hhagel, meanwhile, has work 
to do as he tries to conjure 
more surprises after his stel¬ 
lar achievement of leading 
the Greeks to the European 
crown six years ago. 

Central American quali¬ 
fiers Honduras, who face 
Spain, Switzerland and Chile 
in Group H, recorded a goal¬ 
less draw with Azerbaijan in 
a friendly game in Austria on 
Wednesday. 


Whoever Beats Spain 
Will Win The World 

Cup - France Legend Zinedine 
Zidane 


France legend Zinedine Zi¬ 
dane commented on his 
World Cup experience four 
years ago, particularly the ex¬ 
pulsion he earned with a 
headbutt on Italy defender 
Marco Materazzi. 

"No one knows what the 
six months afterwards felt 
like and if I was living the 
moment again today, obvi¬ 
ously I would not do this 
again. Zidane went on to state 
that whoever beats Spain in 
this summer's South African 
World Cup "will go on to win 
the World Cup." 

He believes that La Furia 
Roja are the strongest na¬ 
tional team on the world stage 
and that Spain's style of play 
suits their attempts to go far 
into the competition. 
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Vondellaan z/n - Tel. 582- 1 166 


‘matinee: Saturday - Sunday | "late show: friday & Saturday 


AT RENAISSANCE - ORANJESTAD 


HT1 SEX AND THE CITY 

NEW daily: 

5:45 

8:30 


matinee: 12:00 

2:45 

late show: 11:30 


P(«a PRINCE OF PERSIA 

!W daily: 

5:30 

8:00 


matinee: 12:30 

3:00 

late show: 11:00 


PG 1 SHREK FOREVER AFTER 3D 


r. • 

daily: 

matinee: 1:30 

4:00 

6:15 8:30 

late show: 11:15 

V 

CM 

B3S DEATH AT A FUNERAL 

daily: 

4:45 

7:00 9:15 


matinee: 12:15 

-pel STREET DANCE 3D 

2:30 

late show: 11:30 

ffj 1 

daily: 

matinee: 2:00 

4:15 

6:30 8:45 

late show: 11:00 


IRON MAN 2 

daily: 

6:15 

9:00 


matinee: 12:45 

3:30 

late show: 11:45 



AT PASEO HERENCIA 


nn SEX AND THE CITY 

new daily: 

matinee: 12:00 

5:45 

2:45 

8:30 

late show: 11:30 

TPG1 JUST WRIGHT 

daily: 

matinee: 1:45 

4:15 

6:45 9:15 

late show: 11:30 

RrB ROBIN HOOD 

daily: 

matinee: 1:00 

4:30 

7:45 

late show: 11:00 

PG-ti SHREK FOREVER AFTER 3D 

daily: 4:00 

matinee: 1:15 

6:30 8:45 

late show: 11:15 

~WT LETTERS TO JULIET 

daily: 

matinee: 1:30 

4:30 

7:00 9:30 

late show: 12:00 

PG-ft IRON MAN 2 

daily: 

matinee: 12:15 

3:00 

6:00 9:00 

late show: 11:45 


SEX AND THE CITY (com/drama):The fun, the fashion, the 
friendship: ”Sex and the City 2” brings it all back and more as 
Carrie, Samantha, Charlotte and Miranda take another bite out 
of The Big Apple—and beyond—carrying on with their busy lives 
and loves. What happens after you say ”1 do”? Life is everything 

THE LADIES EVER WISHED IT TO BE, BUT IT WOULDN’T BE ”SEX AND THE 

City” if life didn’t hold a few more surprises—this time in the 

FORM OF A GLAMOROUS, SUN-DRENCHED ADVENTURE THAT WHISKS THE 
WOMEN AWAY FROM NEW YORK TO ONE OF THE MOST LUXURIOUS, EXOTIC 
AND VIVID PLACES ON EARTH. 



Lakers-Celtics to make history, 
meet for 12th time 


LOS ANGELES - Phil Jack- 
son knows the story by heart, 
even if his players only seem 
interested in the last two 
chapters. 

Their coach is steeped in 
the history of pro basketball's 
most compelling rivalry, fa¬ 
miliar with every twist in the 
Boston Celtics' half-century 
of championship clashes with 
the Los Angeles Lakers. The 
NBA's most decorated fran¬ 
chises have battled through 
heartbreaks, high stakes and 
neck-aches while forging a 
true pro sports rivalry, that 
rarest of commodities in the 
age of free agency. 

Jackson doesn't mind that 
almost everybody playing in 
the franchises' 12th NBA fi¬ 
nals meeting, starting tonight 
at Staples Center, doesn't 
have much of a grasp on the 
history sewn into the uni¬ 
forms they wear. 

So what if Ron Artest 
claims total ignorance of the 
Lakers' past, while Kobe 
Bryant says he couldn't care 
less who Los Angeles 
played? So what if the deep- 
seated hatred between the 
franchises' fans doesn't seem 
to be truly savored by nearly 
anybody except Paul Pierce, 
the Los Angeles native turned 
Celtics star? 

"That rivalry is renewed ... 
it seems like every 20 years, 
and now here it is," Jackson 
said. "This is our second time 
going back at them. It's one 
that I think piques the interest 
of the fans of basketball." 

Notice he didn't mention 
the players' interest. In the 
age of easy team-swapping, 
$100 million contracts and 
offseason Vegas partying 
with bitter in-season oppo¬ 
nents, there's not much actual 
malice to be found between 
these Lakers and these 
Celtics. 

"It's not a personal thing," 
Celtics forward Kevin Gar¬ 
nett said before the Celtics 


practiced at UCLA's Pauley 
Pavilion on Tuesday. 
"They're a great team, we're a 
great team. We're both trying 
to get to the same goal." 

The clubs are meeting in 
the finals for the second time 
in three seasons, and the win¬ 
ner will walk away with the 
franchises' 33rd combined 
championship. That's more 
than half of the titles in NBA 
history. 

Yet this 21st-century con¬ 
fluence of Boston's Big Three 
era and Bryant's career zenith 
still hasn't reached the fre¬ 
quency and ferocity of the ri¬ 
valry's early years. They met 
seven times in 11 seasons 
from 1959-69 — and the 
Celtics won every time, led 
by Bill Russell, coach Red 
Auerbach and whatever lep¬ 
rechaun pushed Frank Selvy's 
late jumper off the rim in 
Game 7 of the 1962 finals, al¬ 
lowing Boston to win in 
overtime. 

"It seems like most of the 
'60s, the Lakers were playing 
the Celtics, and they were 
never able to get by them," 
Jackson said. "That was a 
long and arduous period of 
time for these fans." 

Pierce grew up in Ingle¬ 
wood near the Lakers' former 
neighborhood, and he heard 
the story about the balloons. 
He knows the Lakers were 
favorites against the Celtics 
in 1968 and again in 1969, 
but Boston twice rallied to 
beat Elgin Baylor, Jerry West 
and Wilt Chamberlain, for¬ 
lornly stranding thousands of 
celebratory balloons in the 
rafters of the Forum. 

"We've definitely got two 
franchises that never really 
liked each other because they 
were always playing for the 
ultimate prize," said Pierce, 
the 2008 NBA finals MVP. 
"You can definitely sense 
that, and I already knew that 
growing up here." 

Bryant, burrowed deep 


into his playoff tunnel, pro¬ 
fesses not to care about the ri¬ 
valry, even when a victory 
might fulfill West's prediction 
that Kobe will go down as the 
greatest player to wear the 
Lakers' uniform. 

"I'm playing in it. I don't 
give a damn about it," Bryant 
said. "That's for other people 
to get excited about. I get ex¬ 
cited about winning." 

Yet it's tough to believe 
Bryant: He also has said his 
NBA education during his 
youth in Italy largely con¬ 
sisted of watching Lakers- 
Celtics games, when Magic 
Johnson and Larry Bird 
clashed three times in four 
seasons. 

Other Lakers aren't ex¬ 
cited about playing the 
Boston franchise so much as 
they're thrilled for a chance at 
revenge on these particular 
Celtics, most of whom sent 
the Lakers home from the fi¬ 
nals in 2008. 

These Lakers don't re¬ 
member Game 4 of the 1984 
series, when Kevin McHale 
clotheslined Kurt Rambis be¬ 
fore Cedric Maxwell mimed 
a choking motion at James 
Worthy during a key game in 
perhaps the most fascinating 
finals in NBA history, an era- 
defining showcase of the 
Magic-Bird rivalry. 

No, they remember June 
2008, when celebrating 
Celtics fans punctuated their 
team's 39-point victory in the 
clincher by throwing rocks at 
Los Angeles' bus. 

Leave it to Pau Gasol, the 
Lakers' cultured Spanish for¬ 
ward in his third straight 
NBA finals, to find a com¬ 
mon ground between the im¬ 
portance of this franchise's 
history and the immediacy of 
winning one last playoff se¬ 
ries in an eight-month grind 
of a modern season. 

"The history just makes it 
a little more exciting than it 
already is," Gasol said. "It's a 
matchup that a lot of people 
want to see. The history is ex¬ 
citing, and there's a lot of — 
you could say hate — be¬ 
tween the teams, crowds and 
fans and stuff, but we try to 
be above that a little bit, and 
try not to let that affect our 
minds. 

"Obviously it's motivat¬ 
ing, but you still want to win 
the Finals and championship 
no matter who it's against. 
But obviously it will taste 
better, to be honest, than what 
we went through in 2008." 


NBA FINALS 


BOSTON VS. L.A. LAKERS 

Thursday, June 3: Boston at Los Angeles, 9 p.m. 
Sunday, June 6: Boston at Los Angeles, 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 8: Los Angeles at Boston, 9 p.m. 
Thursday, June 10: Los Angeles at Boston, 9 p.m. 
x-Sunday, June 13: Los Angeles at Boston, 8 p.m. 
x-Tuesday, June 15: Boston at Los Angeles, 9 p.m. 
x-Thursday, June 17: Boston at Los Angeles, 9 p.m. 
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COME and root 
for your favorite 
team at Buster's 

|0pen: @7:15 a.m. 
[fotfeyeMdame DRINK & FOOD 
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21 HD Plasma TV S 
& 2 Giant 
HD Projectors 

Enjoy watching the 
games in an 
Air conditioned 
environment 


South Beach Centre Mall ■ Phone: 592-5884 


Williams exits French Open with loss to Stosur 



Serena Williams looks dejected after losing to Stosur 


PARIS - Serena Williams is 
usually the one who saves 
match points, not wastes 
them. 

Who seizes control of an 
exchange, not cedes it. 

Who turns up her game at 
Grand Slam time. 

Except at the French 
Open, the lone major tourna¬ 
ment she's won only once and 
where she's now gone seven 
years without even reaching 
the semifinals. 

The No. 1-ranked 
Williams dropped 17 consec¬ 
utive points during one 
stretch, climbed all the way 
back to within a point of vic¬ 
tory, then faded late and lost 
to No. 7 Samantha Stosur of 
Australia 6-2, 6-7 (2), 8-6 on 
Wednesday in the Roland 
Garros quarterfinals. 

"Had I played better for 
two minutes, maybe the result 
could have been different. But 
it didn't work out," said 
Williams, who missed a fore¬ 
hand by an inch or so when 
she held a match point at 5-4 
in the final set. "Just wasn't 
playing well today. Last year, 
I choked. I guess it's a redun¬ 
dant story with me." 


The upset was Stosur's 
second in a row — she elim¬ 
inated four-time champion 
Justine Henin in the fourth 
round — and came a day 
after men's No. 1 and defend¬ 
ing champion Roger Federer 
was stunned by Robin Soder- 
ling. 

"It's not over yet," said 
Stosur, a tour-best 19-2 on 
clay this season and a 2009 
French Open semifinalist. "I 
want to definitely try and 
keep going." 

In keeping with the run of 
surprises at this wide-open 
French Open, No. 22 Jurgen 
Melzer of Austria came back 
to beat No. 3 Novak Djokovic 
3-6, 2-6, 6-2, 7-6 (3), 6-4 in 
the last men's quarterfinal. 
Melzer, at 29 the oldest man 
left, never before won a 
match after losing the first 
two sets — and never made it 
beyond the third round at any 
Grand Slam tournament in 31 
previous tries. 

His reward? A semifinal 
Friday against four-time 
champion Rafael Nadal, who 
eliminated No. 19 Nicolas 
Almagro 7-6 (2), 7-6 (3), 6-4. 
Nadal, who lost to Soderling 


in last year's fourth round, ex¬ 
tended his current winning 
streak on clay to 20 matches. 

In one women's semifinal 
Thursday, Stosur will play 
No. 4 Jelena Jankovic, who 
got past unseeded Yaroslava 
Shvedova of Kazakhstan 7-5, 
6-4. No. 5 Elena Dementieva 
will face No. 17 Francesca 
Schiavone in the other. 

For the first time at any 
Grand Slam tournament since 
the 1979 Australian Open, 
none of the four female semi¬ 
finalists owns a major title. 
Williams has 12, with five at 
the Australian Open — in¬ 
cluding this year — and three 
apiece at the U.S. Open and 
Wimbledon. The one at the 
French Open came in 2002, 
and she was a semifinalist in 
Paris the following year, but 


not since. 

"Maybe she was trying to 
get over that hump," said 
Williams' mother, Oracene 
Price. "That might have been 
on her mind." 

Williams never hid her 
frustrations against Stosur, 
who wore her usual white 
baseball cap and red-rimmed 
wraparound shades as the sun 


finally returned after several 
days of clouds and rain. 

Williams admonished her¬ 
self aloud, sometimes mutter¬ 
ing, sometimes screaming. 
She shook her head and put a 
hand on her hip. She 
crouched and rolled her eyes. 

Her own serve was a friend 
— accumulating 13 aces — 
and a foe — yielding nine 
double-faults. The rest of 
Williams' strokes were a 
mixed bag, too: She finished 
with more winners than Sto¬ 
sur, 39-30, and nearly twice as 
many unforced errors, 46-24. 

"I definitely was nowhere 
near my best today," 
Williams said, then added: 
"But she played really well." 

About an hour after that 
loss, Williams went back on 
court to team with her older 
sister Venus and reach the 
women's doubles final by 
beating Liezel Huber and An- 
abel Medina Garrigues 2-6, 
6-2, 6-4. That victory means 
Serena Williams will top the 
WTA rankings in singles and 
doubles as of next week. 

The younger Williams 
isn't accustomed to getting 
pushed around on a court, but 
that's exactly what Stosur 
managed to do, commanding 
points with deep ground- 
strokes lathered with spin. 

"I didn't want to let her try 
and dictate the points early 
on, so I tried to do that 
straight back to her," said 
Stosur, who recently 
switched to the same sort of 
synthetic racket strings Nadal 
uses. "You can't give her 
much." 




Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 
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our Resort Home in Aruba 

• Town Homes & Villas 

• Gated community with 24 hours security 

• Full resort facilities and services 

• Rental Program 

• Excellent location near golf course & beaches 


Contact us at: Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 • Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com • info@goldcoastaruba.com • rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 


U.N. rights body sets probe into flotilla raid 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 


SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 
Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 
Sports Book opens at 12:30 pm 
Only casino to televise all football games 
POKER ROOM 
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL - 6 p.m. 
TEXAS HOLD-EM $4-$8 LIMIT 
BUY-IN FOR $30 RECEIVE $60 IN CHIPS 
MUST PLAY TWO (2) HOURS 

DAILY POKER TOURNAMENTS 
at 6:30PM 

Monday $10 Buy-in 
Tuesday $10 Buy-in 
Wednesday $10 Buy-in 
Thursday $10 Buy-in 
Friday $10 Buy-in 
Saturday $150 Buy-in 
Sunday $10Buy-in 

(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

BLACKJACK 

Only Casino in Aruba where dealer stands on Soft 17 

CRAPS 

3-4-5 Times Odds 


GENEVA, Switerland - The 
United Nations Human Rights 
Council yesterday voted to set 
up an independent fact-finding 
mission to look into what it 
called violations of interna¬ 
tional law in Israel's raid on a 
Gaza aid flotilla. 

In a resolution proposed by 
Pakistan for the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) and Sudan for the Arab 
group, the Council by a vote of 
32 of its 47 members also con¬ 
demned the Israeli action as 
outrageous. 

The United States, Israel's 
longtime ally, together with 
Italy and the Netherlands voted 
against, while nine European, 
African and Asian nations ab¬ 
stained and 3 more African 
countries did not vote. 

The resolution called "for 
full accountability and credible 
independent inquiries into 
these (Israeli) attacks" in 
which Israel says nine people 
on boats in the flotilla died. 

The Council decided to dis¬ 
patch an independent, interna¬ 
tional fact-finding mission to 
investigate violations of inter¬ 
national law in the attack, it 
said. 

The team would be ap¬ 
pointed by the Council presi¬ 
dent and Belgian diplomat 
Alex Van Meeuwen — whose 


own country along with four 
other European Union mem¬ 
bers abstained in the voting. 

Israel says nine people were 
killed when they resisted com¬ 
mandos who boarded the ships 
of the flotilla to stop it reach¬ 
ing Gaza. It began releasing 
the 682 pro-Palestinian ac¬ 
tivists it arrested on the vessels 
earlier yesterday. 

It was not immediately 
clear when the rights council 
mission would be set up or 
who might be on it. Diplomats 
said it was unlikely that Israel, 
which has announced its own 
probe, would agree to coope¬ 
rate with it. 

The rights council, set up in 
2006, is effectively controlled 
by developing countries among 
whom the OIC has strong in¬ 
fluence, and regularly con¬ 
demns Israel. 

The text of the flotilla reso¬ 
lution differed from a state¬ 
ment from the U.N. Security 
Council in New York on Tues¬ 
day which called for a 
"prompt, impartial, credible 
and transparent investigation 
conforming to international 
standards." 

The difference, diplomats 
said, reflected the fact that 
while the United States with its 
veto power could have a deter¬ 
mining influence on a Security 


Council text it could exert no 
such power in the Geneva 
rights body. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton said on Tues¬ 
day that Washington supported 
an Israeli investigation but was 
open to different ways of en¬ 
suring that it was credible. 

In the rights body, Russia 
and China as well several 
African and Latin American 
states backed the resolution, 
but France, Belgium, Britain, 
Hungary, Japan, Slovakia, 
Ukraine and south Korea — to¬ 
gether with Burkina Faso - ab¬ 
stained. 

In a statement to the Coun¬ 
cil, U.S. ambassador Eileen 
Donahue said: "Unfortunately 
the resolution before us rushes 
to judgment on a set of facts 
that... are only beginning to be 
discovered and understood." 
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